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About the Authovr, lllustrator and Publisher

Author: Pat Simmons

Pat lives at Scarborough on the south coast of New South Wales with her
cat, Mr. Meowgi.

Prior to devoting her time to writing, Pat worked in children’s services
for over 20 years, in Early Childhood, Out of School Hours Care, the
National Maritime Museum as Kids’ Deck Coordinator, and as a Tafe teacher.

Pat is a writer of poetry, short stories, flash fiction and children’s picture books. Her poetry has
been published in children’s literary magazines including School Magazine and has won awards in
the UK and Australia.

You find out more about Pat and her books via her website: www.patsimmonswriter.com.au

lllustrator: Katherine Appleby

Katherine is a Canberra-based watercolour artist and children’s book
illustrator with a love of storytelling. Her work is deeply inspired by
flora, fauna and everyday moments, and she has a particular passion
for creating illustrations that spark curiosity, emotion and connection.

You can find out more about Katherine and her work via her website:
https://www.katherine-appleby.com/

Publisher

Night Music is published by Little Steps Publishing.

https://www.littlesteps.com.au/

Book Summary

Night Music is a book about listening and imagining. The boy in the story loves music. As he listens
to the ‘night music’ created by the various creatures around his home, he imagines himself as their
conductor.

Pat’s Inspiration

In Australia, to avoid the extreme daytime heat, 70% of our unique native animals and 60% of our
insects are nocturnal. This means that they operate in the dark and are hard for us to see, but if we
listen carefully, we can certainly hear them.

Pat has spent many hours of many evenings listening to the ‘music’ created by the nocturnal
animals around her home, giving her the inspiration for Night Music.




How to Use Night Music and the Teaching Notes

All children’s literature should, first and foremost, be read for enjoyment. We should be
encouraging our students to listen, engage and imagine when we read aloud. Not every story we
share needs to be analysed or studied. For this reason, we don’t include comprehension-style
discussion questions in our teaching notes. However, some texts lend themselves beautifully as a
springboard into an array of curriculum areas and activities, allowing children to still enjoy the story
as it is, but also use it as inspiration to investigate and explore.

Pitched at children aged 5-8 years, Night Music can of course be enjoyed by all ages. While these
teaching notes are designed to cater for students in Foundation (Kindergarten) to Year 3, according
to the Australian Curriculum, there is nothing to stop teachers of older children from expanding on
these ideas and linking them to curriculum outcomes.

The teaching notes for Night Music are divided into topics inspired by the story. Each topic covers a
number of curriculum areas in Foundation, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 as follows:

e When words make noise
¥ English, maths, music
e The secret lives of night animals
v English, science, digital technologies, visual art
e Who conducts the crickets?
¥ Music, technologies, visual arts, English
e Listening like a scientist
¥ Science

Teachers may select individual activities, or a combination of activities to form a unit of work
stemmed from Night Music.

Ultimately, the objective is to have fun — with a little learning on the side.

Links to the Australian Curriculum

The Australian Curriculum is a living document and, as such, changes over time. For that reason,
direct links are not given. However, an overview of focus curriculum areas, year levels and
objectives is provided at the end of each topic.

The Australian Curriculum Version 9 (current at the time of writing these notes) can be found here:
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/




Teaching and Learning Activities

Before Reading

The cover

e Examine the title and the cover illustrations.

¥ What animals do you notice on the front cover? What do you know about these
animals?

¥ What does the cover make you think of? How does it make you feel?

What do you think the title, Night Music means?

¥ What do you think the story will be about?

<

e Read the blurb on the back.

¥ Who or what is the story about?
Who is the story written for?

<

¥ What information does the blurb give you about the author? (e.g. What does the
author like?)

¥ How does the blurb work to make you want to read the story?

¥ What does ‘lyrical’ mean?

Inside the book

e Look attheillustrations.

¥ What do you notice about the individual illustrations? (Point out colours, size, close-
ups etc. Note that some pictures cover the whole page, while others are much
smaller.)

Is there one main character? How do you know?

Where and when is the story set?

What is happening in the story?

Is there another story, told only in the illustrations?

What materials and techniques do you think Katherine Appleby used?

Why do you think Katherine chose the colours she used? How might they have been
different if the story happened during the day?
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e Skim through the text (don’t read it).




¥ What do you notice? (Point out text patterns, dialogue, punctuation, onomatopoeia,
alliteration etc.)

¥ Some words are written in a different colour and are in the pictures. Why do you
think they are like this? Are they part of the story and how do you know?

%g After Reading

e Describe your favourite part of the story.
° ldem‘:l'f"y about your favourite animal. Why did you choose it?
e Show vyour favourite illustration and talk about why it’s your favourite.

e Revisit some of the questions in the ‘Before Reading’ section. How have your answers
changed?
e Discuss and locate examples of the language features and devices Pat Simmons has

used in the text
v Alliteration (‘a mosquito’s moaning’, ‘searching for supper’)
¥ Onomatopoeia (woosh, creak, chirp, flap ...)
¥ Personification (‘the trees begin whispering’, ‘the music sleeps’)

o COW\par‘e this story with other books by Pat Simmons or Katherine Appleby.

e Find other stories about the Australian animals or music. How are these similar or different
from Night Music?

English F 1 2 3

Language
Language for interacting

Express and provide reasons for likes and dislikes X | X | X | X
Language for expressing and developing ideas

Images and meaning X | X | X | X

Vocabulary X | X | X | X
Literature
Literature and contexts

Connections with characters, settings and events X | X | X
Engaging with and responding to literature

Respond to stories, make connections, express preferences X X | X
Literacy
Texts in context

Identify similar texts, features and topics X X X | X

Visual Art | F 1] 2]3]|

Exploring and responding
Explore how we experience visual arts

=
=
=
=




When Words Make Noise

Scritch scratch
Scritch scratch

Meep!

e Define the word onomatopoeia. What does it mean? How do you know if a word is an
onomatopoeia word?
e Locate all the onomatopoeia used in Night Music. Make a list.

¥ What sounds have you heard at night? Have you ever tried being a conductor at
night?

¥ Why has Pat used onomatopoeia in Night Music?

¥ What effect does the onomatopoeia have on the story? What does it help the reader
imagine or understand?

¥ How do the onomatopoeia work with the illustrations to extend the meaning of the
text and the story?

¥ Most of the onomatopoeia can be found in the illustrations, but Pat has used it in
the text too. Choose two onomatopoeia that are not in the text and use them in a
sentence.

» Investigate some of the onomatopoeia from the story

¥ Act them out
¥ Match the sound with the animal (or the thing making the sound). What other
onomatopoeia could also be used?
¥ Draw the onomatopoeia
¥ Turn the onomatopoeia into the actual sound using found items or percussion
e Create asound effects studio using voice, body percussion, classroom objects or
instruments and retell Night Music using only sound.
e Vote on your favourite onomatopoeia from Night Music (and/or your all-time favourite

onomatopoeia)
¥ Conduct a class (grade or school) survey
¥ Show the results on a graph

e o on asound walk and just enjoy listening to all the sounds you can hear

¥ Make a list of sounds and write them as onomatopoeia
¥ Take some of your sounds and write a story about your sound walk




English F 1 2 3
Language
Language for expressing and developing ideas
Images to extend meaning X | X | X | X
Experiment with vocabulary X | X | X | X
Literature
Engaging with and responding to literature
Make connections with the story and discuss preferences X | X | X | X
Creating literature
Retell and adapt familiar stories and language features X
Mathematics F 1 2 3
Statistics
Acquire, record and represent data X | X | X | X
Music F 1 2 3
Developing practices and skills
Use listening skills and play to develop ideas X | X | X | X
Creating and making
Create music to communicate ideas X | X | X | X

The Secret Lives of Night Animals

| turn out my light.
I open my window wide, to listen.

To watch.

Nocturnal or not?
Night Music is set in the evening and features a range of Australian nocturnal animals.

e Define nocturnal

¥ What does it mean?

¥ What is the etymology of ‘nocturnal’

¥ What is the opposite of nocturnal?

¥ What are some synonyms for nocturnal?

e Brainstorm animals that are nocturnal

¥ Make a list of the nocturnal animals featured in Night Music
¥ Are any of the animals NOT nocturnal? How would you classify them?
¥ What other animals can you add to your list of nocturnal animals?

e Sortyour list of animals into:




¥ nocturnal (active at night)
v diurnal (active during the day)
¥ crepuscular (active at dawn and dusk)

e Discuss why some animals are nocturnal while others are not

Animal experts
The boy in the story knows the names of all the animals he hears. We could call him an ‘expert’.

e Choose one animal from Night Music and become an expert on that animal

What is its scientific name

What are its special features (e.g. larger eyes for night vision)
What sound(s) does it make?

What does it eat?

How does it find food?

How does it move?

Where does it sleep during the day?

What is its lifespan?

Does it live alone or in groups?

€ € € € € ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ <

Where in Australia is it found?
e Shavre the facts you discovered with the rest of your class, or another class. You might

create:
¥ afact poster
¥ anillustration with labels
v adigital presentation
¥ atrivia quiz
¥ aboard or card game

Nocturnal neighbourhood

The boy saw (or heard) all of the animals from his bedroom window. It was like having a nocturnal
neighbourhood outside

. Design a model of your animal’s habitat

e Combine your model with other students’ models to create a nocturnal neighbourhood

¥ Label where your animal sleeps
¥ Label where it finds its food
v |dentify the dangers your animal faces and how it keeps safe

Adaptation detectives

e List the features of nocturnal animals that help them survive at night (e.g. large eyes,

sensitive ears, whiskers, camouflage)




e Discuss how these features help and what might happen to the animal if it did not have
that feature
. Adapt a diurnal animal to help it become nocturnal (or make up your own nocturnal

animal)
¥ Draw or make your animal
v Label its features
¥ Describe how and why it survives (either orally or written)

Silhouettes and songs

e Create a black silhouette of your favourite nocturnal animal and place it over a background
that you’ve painted like a night sky

e Combine each student’s silhouette art into one classroom display

. Compose a piece of music (a soundscape) to play as visitors walk through your class

display.
If | were awake at night ...

e Use the prompt ‘If | were a nocturnal animal, | would ..." to write and/or draw:

¥ where you would go
¥ what you might see
¥ what sounds you would hear
¥ what you would do.
English F 1 2 3
Literacy
Texts in context
Identify different texts, their features and purpose X | X | X | X
Interacting with others
Use interaction skills to actively listen and communicate ideas X | X | X | X

Creating texts
Create and edit short imaginative and informative multimodaltexts | X | X | X | X

Science F 1 2 3
Biological sciences
Features and basic needs of animals X | X X
Digital Technologies F 1 2 3
Processes and production skills
Collaborating and managing
Create, locate and communicate content using digital tools X X | X
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The Arts F 1 2 3

Visual Arts AND Music
Creating and making

Use processes and materials to communicate ideas X | X X | X
Presenting and performing
Share artworks in informal settings X | X X | X

Who Conducts the Crickets?

Could I be the conductor?

I need a baton.
Word hunt
Night Music is full of musical terminology

e Find all the vocabulary in the book that relates to music. e.g. baton, conductor, serenade,
rhythm

e Sort the words into groups. e.g. parts of speech, instruments, techniques etc.

e Build a Night Music word wall

My baton
The boy says, ‘Could | be the conductor? | need a baton.’

e Discuss what the boy uses for his baton and whether it is effective.

e PBorrow the music teacher’s (or band conductor’s) baton and observe it closely. What are
the features of a baton? (e.g. length, mass, shape, material etc.)

° Design an effective baton, then make it.

e Present the baton to the class and demonstrate how it might be used. Why is it an
effective baton?

e Consider how the batons may be improved? (Think about aesthetics as well as
practicality.)

Nature’s orchestra
Each of the animals makes a different sound

e Match animals and their sounds with an instrument. For example:

v |If the crickets are the violins, what instrument might the frog be?
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¥ What instrument sounds like a possum in the leaves?
¥ Which animal would play the drum?

e Watch the conductor in the school band (or on YouTube)

¥ What is their job?
¥ What movements do they make with their arms and the baton?
¥ How does this affect the way the orchestra plays?

e C(Create a class ‘night orchestra’

¥ Investigate the composition of an orchestra (e.g. how many violins are there
compared to cellos or percussion?)

¥ Choose an animal (instrument) and practise ‘playing’ it

¥ Students take it in turns to ‘conduct’ the orchestra

If | conducted the night ...
The boy really seemed to enjoy conducting the animals.

e Worite astory or a description using the prompt: If | were the conductor of the night
orchestra, | would..
e Draw an extra page for the book (using Katherine Appleby’s style) with the boy (or the

student) standing beneath the moon conducting Australia's nocturnal orchestra. (Or an
extra page of the students’ choosing.)

Who ‘really’ conducts the crickets?
The boy begins to ‘conduct’ each animal as he hears it.

e Discuss the pictures in Night Music.

¥ Are the animals actually following the boy conductor?
¥ Why do animals make noises at night?
v Ifit's not a conductor, who tells the animals when to start and stop ‘making music’?

Music F 1 2 3

Developing practices and skills
Use play, processes and skills to develop ideas and manipulate X | X | X | X
elements of music

Creating and making

Combine elements of music to compose and practice music X | X | X | X
Presenting and performing
In informal settings, share and play music they have composed X | X | X | X
Technologies F 1 2 3
Processes and production skills
Generate, make and evaluate designs X | X | X | X
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Visual Arts F 1 2 3
Creating and making
Use visual art processes to create artworks X | X | X | X
English F 1 2 3
Language
Language for expressing and developing ideas
Recognise and experiment with vocabulary in context X | X | X | X
Explore, compare and discuss images and how they contribute to X | X | X | X
meaning
Literacy

Analysing, interpreting and evaluating

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning | X | X | X | X
Creating texts

Create short multimodal texts X | X | X | X

Listening Like a Scientist

Now | hear the bats —
squeaking and squabbling,

hiding among the shadows.

Good vibrations
The boy hears lots of sounds as he stands at his window, but how do these sounds get to him?

o lnvestl'gate all the different ways you can make a sound

¥ e.g. tap a desk, clap hands, shake a container of rice, rub one stick against another
etc.
¥ Make a list of all the different ways sounds can be made

e Discuss what happened when you were making the sounds

¥ What did you feel?
v What did you see?
¥ Did the sounds change if you did something differently?

e Research how sound travels from the source to you ear

» Investigate vibrations
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¥ Set up ‘vibration stations’ (e.g. rubber bands over a box, rulers on the edge of a
table, shakers, glasses with different levels of water) and observe what happens
each time

¥ Have students create their own ‘vibration station’.
How does a cricket chirp?
The boy notices that the crickets ‘chirp’ by rubbing their wings together

. Complete a table like the one below using animals from Night Music. (You may want to

include non-animal sounds too, like the wind and trees.)

Animal Sounds How the sound is made
Cricket Chirp Rubbing wings together

¥ Work in small groups to investigate each of the animals in the book and discover
how they make their sounds

. Expew'W\ent with classroom and recycled items to replicate the animal sounds. For
example:
¥ Rub two pieces of corrugated cardboard together to make a cricket sound
¥ Blow up a balloon and gently squeeze it to make a frog sound

Animal sound scientist

e Choose an animal from the story and research it in detail

¥ What sound(s) does it make?
¥ Why does it make the sound(s)?
¥ How is the sound produced?

e Present the research to the class (digital presentation, poster, working sample etc.)

e Discuss the following questions:

¥ Why do animals make noise
¥ What might happen if they couldn’t?

e Write a‘what if?’ story (e.g. The day the frogs stopped croaking.)

Science F 1 2 3
Biological sciences
Identify the needs of animals X
Compare the characteristics and features of animals X X
Physical sciences
Explore different actions to make sounds and recognise that sound X

energy causes things to vibrate
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